Highland Environment Forum newsletter

2 December 2022

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

Just a wee reminder that there's just a few days until our online seminar:

Protecting our Trees and Forests at a time of challenging diseases on Tues 6 Dec at 10.00 - 11.00  when Scottish Forestry Tree Health team - Ewan Purser, Tree Health Officer (North Scotland) and Clari Burrell, Policy Advisor -  will describe how Scottish Forestry monitors trees and forests to prevent new pests and diseases establishing, and works to prevent and slow the spread of existing threats. This includes Phytophthora ramorum in larch and rhododendron, and where we are with Ash dieback and Dutch Elm disease in the Highlands. 
We'll also learn more about how we can help Scottish Forestry to know about potential outbreaks, and there will be time for questions and discussion.

Funding
· Scottish Forestry Highland and Islands Conservancy Community Fund for woodland-linked projects. You can also enquire via highland.cons@forestry.gov.scot
· Co-op Foundation - Future Communities Fund
News
· Increase in Skye’s corncrake numbers bucks Scotland-wide trend
· Collaboration is the key for Scotland’s beaver strategy 

· 8 in 10 Scots want National Parks to have stronger focus on environment 

· EU at COP15 global biodiversity conference
Blogs
· Botany in Scotland, Plant of the Week  – Wild Basil (Clinopodium vulgare) 

· Species matter to Scotland’s biodiversity - Paul Walton, RSPB in The Scotsman

· Soil Association Scotland view on the Agriculture Bill consultation
Video
· Kelp Crofting talk, hosted by Sleat Community Trust

Research
· Scientists use wool as plastic-free alternative for seaweed farms
· Does biodiversity-focused protection of the seabed deliver carbon benefits? A U.K. case study, Exeter University

· Report on the seabird~fisheries interactions modeling
· Seagrass crucial to stemming the tide of coastal erosion, University of Gothenburg

· The number of Atlantic salmon returning from the ocean to Norway for spawning were lower in 2021 than ever recorded

· Less intensively managed grasslands have higher plant diversity and better soil health, UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology

· Parasite gives wolves what it takes to be pack leaders (not Highland!)

Jobs
· RSPB, Warden, Sunart Reserves Glenborrodale. Closing date 17 Dec

Events
N4H Inverness Nature Walks for Wellbeing Dec - Feb poster is attached
December
· 6 Dec @ 10.00 - 11.00 Protecting our Trees and Forests at a time of challenging diseases Highland Environment Forum online event from Scottish Forestry Tree Health Team 

· 6 Dec @ 18.00 - 19.00 Integrating Trees Network: Tea and Trees with Crofters: A chance to chat about planting trees on your croft - come and share your experiences and put your questions to specialists from Scottish Forestry and The Woodland Trust, Croft Woodland Project. 
· 7 Dec @ 11.00 - 12.00, A Short Walk into Nature – Strontian. For more information and to book contact: eilidh-ann.phillips@highlifehighland.com 

· 7 Dec @ 19.25 - 21.00, Scottish Wildlife Trust: Conservation and the future for freshwater pearl mussels in Scotland 

· 9 Dec @ 11.00 - 15.00, Badenoch & Strathspey Healthy Minds Group 

· 12 Dec Lochaber History Society, Identifying British Ferns - poster attached
For more information and to book contact saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 14 Dec @ 16.00 - 17.00 Badenoch & Strathspey: Stories Round the Fire: Stickman. For more information and to book, contact:  saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222

· 14 Dec @ 19.30, Nairn Naturalists Trust, Wildlife Tracks and Signs with Dan Puplett, Nairn Community Centre 

· 15 Dec @ 18.30 - 19.30 Boreal Pinewoods, Saranne Bish, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 15 Dec @ 19.30, Otters: Ecology and Conservation, Dr. Paul Yoxon (International Otter Survival Fund). Lochinver Village Hall and online.  Email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link.

January
· 12 Jan @19.00 - 20.00 The Wildlife of Assynt's Woodlands, Andy Summers, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 25 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.30 Winter Tree ID webinar  with Dan Puplett
· 25 Jan @ 19.30 Nairn Naturalists Trust, Dragonflies of the Highlands with Jonathon Willet, Nairn Community Centre

With regards,

Caroline.
Caroline Vawdrey    (1.5 days per week)    T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:

- Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

- Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and 
   be a valuable source of practical advice

- Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

- Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting 

- Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues

We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
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